
Trolley Script 

 

Hello, My name is __________.  Welcome to the First Assembly of God Historic 
Trolley ride. Today we are going to look back over the last 100 years to learn, “The 
Story of Us.”  Many things have changed over the years and so your imagination 
may be required as I describe some of our steps.  Most of our trip will be in 
chronological order but because time and location, a few sites will be out of order 
including the home of Willis Fisk and his wife, fondly known as “Ma and Pa Fisk,” 
where they and two other families began meeting for prayer and Bible study.  In 
February 1916, the Rev. John Kellner from New Castle, Pennsylvania came to lead 
them.  He was supposed to stay a few weeks but it turned out to be much, much 
longer.  They met in many places between 1916 and 1917, and across the street 
from here was the third place they met.  You might see the old parking ramp 
across the street, but in 1916, it was at least a two-story building where the “Faith 
Pentecostal Society” (the name the group decided to take) met in an upstairs 
room.  As we continue, you will again need to use your imagination.  Remember, 
this was a time where few people owned cars so many walked, rode in horse 
drawn buggies or took public transportation.  (Stop)  
 
Once again, it’s imagination time, in 1916 this vacant lot was a beautiful home.  
This home had a smaller house behind it, 20 ½ Exchange St. where Sister Nelson 
lived.  This was the second place the small church met.  The fourth location was at 
Sister Snyder’s house which we will see later in the tour.  On February 5th, 1917, 
Pastor John Kellner married Olive Youngs, a member of the group from 
Binghamton.  On May 28, of the same year they affiliated themselves with the 
General Council of the Assemblies of God.  Later that year in October, they opened 
their first mission which we will be seeing in a few minutes (stop at 34 Lisle Ave).  
On December 19, 1919, they bought this property at 34 Taytnor Ave, now known 
as Lisle Ave.  This is the first building on our tour that still remains intact and from 
pictures I’ve seen, looks almost the same.   
 
The church remained here for eight years.  In the eighth year, they held an all 
summer tent campaign where they decided they needed a bigger building.  Let’s 
move on to 1924, they changed their name to Faith Tabernacle.  Unfortunately, we 
do not have a more detailed history and since all the original members are gone 



we don’t know for sure why they changed their name.  We are now back tracking 
and heading back to 1917.  As I have already mentioned, they opened their first 
mission on the corner of Conklin Avenue and De Russy Street, now known as South 
Washington Street.  So you can see we are looking at our second vacant lot but in 
1917, it was a three story building similar to the ones that are still standing at         
7 and 9 South Washington St.  If you remember earlier, I spoke about the original 
members also back tracked and returned to the home of Ma and Pa Fiske where 
they started the building fund for the Taytnor Ave. property.  They have grown 
quite a bit from the first group of three families that had started only three short 
years before.   
 
We are now coming up on the right to the High Street Methodist Church which in 
1928, was the newly built High Street Methodist Church.  This new building 
allowed Faith Tabernacle to purchase the old High Street Methodist church, which 
is yes, our third and final empty lot on our tour.  This home next store, which still 
remains, was the parsonage until it had to be changed to Sunday School classes 
from the basement to the attic. Remember, I promised you we were going to see 
the home of Ma and Pa Fisk, well guess where we’re heading now.  That’s right, to 
the home of Ma and Pa Fisk (stop by 67).  If you look up to the right and closer to 
the end, you will see 76 Evans Street where this story first began.  Because of the 
size of the trolley and the lack of turn around space, we will not go all the way up 
there.  As we continue on, I will share a little more of our history.  If you look to 
the right about two miles up Conklin Ave, is Sandy Beach where they held 
baptisms and over 200 people were baptized.  In 1935, Rev. Kellner returned with 
his wife Olive and their children to New Castle, Pennsylvania.  From 1930 to 1934, 
Pastor O.P. Brann pastored the church.  In 1934, Pastor John Kellner returned to 
Faith Tabernacle where he stayed until 1948.  *********During the period 
between 1948 and 1950, Rev. & Mrs. John Jenkins pastored the Binghamton 
work.  Between Rev. John Jenkins and Rev. RDE Smith, the Rev. Paul Bills and his 
wife, who were missionaries to Alaska, acted as interim pastor.  Now back in the 
beginning of our tour, I told you we were going to see the home of Sister Snyder 
and that is where we are headed now.  

  



This is 25 Clark Street.  It is now a multi-family dwelling but in 1917, this was the 
home of Sister Snyder and the small group of faithful Christians worshipped in her 
attic.  On October 29, 1950, the Rev. R.D.E. Smith and his wife Goldie, came to 
pastor and that is where our story gets really exciting.  On September 13, 1955, 
the building crusade dinner was held to launch the vision for the proposed new 
church on Westland Court off of Leroy Street. This property was purchased when 
they bought Pastor Smith’s parsonage on 168 Leroy Street.  The estimated cost to 
build was $300,000.  At the same time, the Shrine’s Mosque, the Kalurah Temple 
at 255 Washington Street was put on the market, built in 1917 (only 40 years old 
at the time) it was offered at the very reasonable price of $112,000.  In February 
1957, the congregation abandoned the plan to build on Westland Court and 
purchased the Shine Mosque.  There was some controversy over this purchase 
with some of the parishioners referring to the building on Washington Street as 
“Smith’s folly.”  After all they had the chance to build this wonderful new building, 
but instead they purchased the theater and event center where wrestling matches 
and monster truck rallies were held.  But as always, God was faithful and in May 
1957, dedication weekend for First Assembly of God was held with the release of 
the worldwide RevivalTime Radio Program.  In 1972, Turning Point Coffee House 
on Court Street was opened and directed by Rev. Robert and Jeanette Reed.  In 
1973, Pastor Smith and Goldie retired where they remained as Pastor Emeritus 
until their deaths in the 1990’s.  From 1973 until 1975, Ernest and Miriam 
Steffenson came to pastor and in 1975 to 1976, Pastor Ed Simmons and his wife 
were interim pastors.   
 
In 1976, Pastor Ronald and Sally Piedmont came to pastor.  The church grew under 
Pastor Piedmont’s guidance.  In 1976, the Binghamton Cold Storage building was 
torn down to make a parking lot.  In 1983, the Godfrey Music store was purchased 
where it became the Learning Center for the Children’s Ministries programs; and in 
1987, the Elks building and parking lot were purchased and opened as the Family 
Center.  This included a large fellowship hall.  In 1990, the Children’s Ministries 
moved to the Family Center and the adult Sunday School classes moved to the 
Learning Center.  In 1997, Pastor Piedmont retired and he remained on staff until 
2011, when he went to be with the Lord. Pastor Piedmonte’s wife, Sally, is still a 
member of our church.  The year 1997, is when Pastor Kirk came to pastor.  During 
Pastor Kirk’s service to the church, the Joash Chest was held the third year of the 
campaign, on the first Sunday, in May to pay off the mortgage on the Family 



Center.  It was a great success! This saved the church over 4506,00 in interest.  We 
now own all three properties out right.   
 
In 2005, Pastor Kirk became the Assistant Superintendent to the New York District 
and Pastor Brandon Samuel and Katie became our lead pastors.  In 2009, the 
bridge between the Family Center and the Worship Center was built and in 2006, 
the City Light Café was opened.  Pastor Brandon remained until 2011, and in 2012, 
Pastor Lance Perry and his wife, Linda, came to pastor.  Under his supervision, the 
community outreach program developed this included Wednesday evening and 
Sunday morning community meals.  Pastor Lance left in 2015; and that leads us to 
now.  Pastor Jerry Qualls and his wife, Laura, came to Binghamton in September of 
2015 and are currently our interim pastors.   
 
Thank you for taking our trolley back in time.  You won’t want to miss tonight at 
6:30 PM in the sanctuary for the “Story of our Past” a special multimedia 
presentation with live music, drama, choir, and special guests. Come early for a 
good seat!  Admission is free. 
 
Thank you again and enjoy the rest of the day.  


